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Who is NRCS?
Ø The Natural Resources 

Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is a Federal agency 
within the US Department of 
Agriculture

Ø Created in 1935 during the 
dust bowl, originally named 
as the Soil Conservation 
Service (SCS) 

Ø Provide technical and 
financial assistance to 
private landowners to help 
people conserve their 
natural resources
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NRCS is not a regulatory 
agency

Ø Provide technical 
assistance in...
§ natural resource planning
§ design & engineering
§ implementation of 

techniques used to reduce 
soil erosion, improve 
water quality, and protect 
natural resources
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https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app





What is the 2014 Farm 
Bill?

Ø The Agriculture Act of 
2014 (Farm Bill) 
established the policies 
and federal funding levels 
for agriculture, agricultural 
research, nutrition 
programs, rural economic 
development program, 
and more.
§ Signed by President Obama 

on February 7, 2014
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2014 Farm Bill

Ø This Farm Bill continues our focus on critical 
resource concerns – USDA is able to assist 
farmers, ranchers, non-industrial private forest 
landowners and other land stewards with 
addressing the resource issues of today while 
having the flexibility to address emerging issues.
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Ø One of the original programs developed with the 
creation of the Agency in 1933.

Ø Help provided to land users to address 
opportunities, concerns, and problems related to 
the use of natural resources and to help land 
users make sound natural resource 
management decisions.

Ø Not a cost share, but free service to the 
producer. 

Conservation Technical Assistance



Ø Development of Conservation Management Plans to reach 
producer’s goals and objectives of the operation.

Ø Providing soils information to make management decisions.
Ø Provide guidance for conservation practice designs and 

implementation.
Ø Provide various forms of map products of the operation for 

producers including aerial, topographic, directional, hydrographic, 
and soils.

Conservation Technical Assistance
Examples



EQIP offers financial and technical assistance to agriculture and 
forestry producers to address natural resource concerns that 
may affect the environment.



5 Steps to Assistance
1. Planning – Visit local NRCS office 

and work with staff on a conservation 
plan

2. Application – With the help of 
NRCS, complete an application

3. Eligibility - Find out you’re eligibility 
for NRCS financial assistance

4. Ranking - NRCS ranks applications 
according to local resource concerns

5. Implementing – Put conservation to 
work, sign a contract and implement 
the conservation practices
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General Program Eligibility
Ø USDA Records Established?
Ø Farm Number
Ø Tract Number
Ø Crops Reported 
Ø Filed/Updated AD-1026 (Highly Erodible Land and 

Wetland Conservation Certification)
Ø Filed/Updated CCC-931 (Payment Eligibility 

Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
Certification)

Ø Filed/Updated CCC-902 (Farm Operating Plan for 
Payment Eligibility Review)
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On Farm Energy Initiative
The Agricultural Act of 2014 (Farm Bill) authorizes the use of EQIP to 
address energy conservation. The initiative is designed to assist 
producers in two ways: 

Ø Identify ways to reduce energy use on their farms through development of a 
Conservation Activity Plan (CAP) 128 Agricultural Energy Management Plan 
(AgEMP), also known as an on-farm energy audit. 

Ø Provide assistance to implement various recommended measures using 
conservation practice standards that address inefficient use of on-farm 
energy. 
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128 Agricultural Energy Management Plan (AgEMP)

A detailed documentation and inventory of the energy 
consuming activities and components of the current 
agricultural operation. The plan will document a typical prior 
year of on-farm energy consumption, and the strategy by 
which the producer will explore and prioritize their on-farm 
energy conservation concerns, objectives, and 
opportunities.  Guidance for completing an on-farm energy 
audit is given in ANSI/ASABE S612 Performing On-Farm 
Energy Audits.
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AgEMPs

Ø Majority of AgEMPs in Georgia are for 
poultry operations 

Ø A few in Georgia for dairy & greenhouses
Ø Nationwide:  poultry, dairy, greenhouses, 

grain drying, maple syrup operations
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128 Agricultural Energy Management Plan (AgEMP)

A certified Technical Service Provider (TSP) develops the 
AgEMP addressing Inefficient Energy Use for the farm 
enterprises. This will include all relevant enterprises and 
enterprises requested by the producer. Funding support 
from the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
is provided through contracts with eligible producers. 
Producers in turn obtain services from certified TSPs for 
development of an AgEMP. The TSP proficiency criteria 
required to develop an AgEMP for an EQIP eligible 
producer is located on the TSP web site.

17



128 Agricultural Energy Management Plan (AgEMP)
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128 Agricultural Energy Management Plan (AgEMP)
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Energy Practice Implementation

Ø Practice must be a recommended practice 
in a Type 2 AgEMP.

Ø AgEMP must not be older than 4 years
Ø AgEMP must be completed prior to 

contract ranking.
Ø Practice designs may be completed by 

certified TSP or NRCS.
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EQIP Energy Practices

Ø 374 – Farmstead Energy Improvements
Ø 670 – Lighting System Improvement
Ø 672 – Building Envelope Improvement
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Ø Most energy practices in Georgia are on poultry 
operations since Georgia is the largest broiler producer 
in the United States.

Ø Most energy practices are related to items used in 
poultry houses during cold weather.

Ø Construction can vary on houses. 
Ø Broilers can be in houses from 36 to 52 days depending 

on the size of bird they are contracted to grow.
Ø First 14 days they do half house brooding.
Ø Typical broiler houses: 

§ 40’ x 400’
§ 40’ x 500’
§ 50’ x 500’
§ 50’ x 600’
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374 – Farmstead Energy Improvement Practices

Ø Radiant heaters
Ø Stir Fans
Ø Attic Inlets
Ø Scroll Compressors
Ø Motors
Ø Variable Speed Drives
Ø Vacuum Pumps
Ø Heat Recovery Units
Ø Plate Coolers
Ø Grain Dryer
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Poultry houses today use primarily 5 
types of heating systems:

Ø Forced Air Furnaces
Ø Conventional Brooders
Ø Radiant Brooders
Ø Radiant Tube Heaters
Ø High Intensity Radiant Heaters
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Stir Fans
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Side Inlets & Attic Inlets
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670- Lighting System Improvement Practices

Ø Light Bulbs
Ø Automatic Controller System
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672- Building Envelope Improvement Practices

Ø Batt Wall Insulation
Ø Attic Insulation
Ø Tunnel Doors
Ø Insulated Poultry House Doors
Ø Sealant
Ø Greenhouse Screens
Ø Insulated Unglazed Walls for Greenhouse
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Batt Wall Insulation
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Tunnel Doors
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Poultry House Doors



Attic Insulation
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What is a TSP?
Ø Technical Service Providers (TSPs) are individuals or 

businesses that have technical expertise in conservation 
planning and design for a variety of conservation 
activities. TSPs are hired by farmers, ranchers, private 
businesses, nonprofit organizations, or public agencies 
to provide these services on behalf of the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Each certified 
TSP is listed on the NRCS TSP online registry, 
TechReg. The TSP registration and approval process 
involves required training and verification of essential 
education, knowledge, skills and abilities.



How to Become a TSP

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/technical/tsp/



4 Steps to Become a TSP

Ø Create an eAuthentication User ID and 
Password

Ø Read Application Instructions and 
Certification Documents

Ø Become Certified
Ø Provide Services



TSP Certification Requirements for a AgEMP
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ØOption 1 – Education and 
Experience

ØOption 2 - Certification



TSP Certification Requirements for a AgEMP
Option 1 – Education and Experience
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Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan Development-Sample Plan: Candidates should 
complete one (1) sample plan that follows: (1) current years Plan Development Criteria for CAP 
128-Agricultural Energy Management Plan listed in Section III of the eFOTG; (2) National 
Planning Procedures Handbook title 180, Part 600; and (3) in accordance with Performing On-
farm Energy Audits (ANSI/ASABE S612). Plans should be submitted to your resident state TSP 
Coordinator by email, or send a paper copy by mail. 

Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan Educational Degree: Bachelors or higher level degree 
in engineering or architecture.

Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan Energy Audit Experience: (1) three years of 
experience with energy systems, engineering and management; and (2) completion of five on-
farm energy audits.

Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan Energy Audit References: provide two professional 
references needed verifying audit work.

Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan State Required Certification or Licensing: all 
certifications or licenses required by state or local law or regulation in which service will be 
provided: (1) Professional Engineering license for this state; and (2) any other state specific 
required certification, license or registration. Documentation of certification or a license should be 
emailed to the State TSP Coordinator for all states where certification is being requested.

Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan Training: completion of the NRCS approved training 
course Air Quality, Climate Change and Energy. The completion certificate should be emailed to 
the State TSP Coordinator for all states where certification is being requested.



TSP Certification Requirements for a AgEMP
Option 2 - Certification
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Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan Development-Sample Plan: Candidates should 
complete one sample plan that follows: (1) current years Plan Development Criteria for CAP 128-
Agricultural Energy Management Plan listed in Section III of the eFOTG; (2) National Planning 
Procedures Handbook title 180, Part 600; and (3) in accordance with Performing On-farm Energy 
Audits (ANSI/ASABE S612). Plans should be submitted to your resident state TSP Coordinator by 
email, or send a paper copy by mail. 

Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan Energy Audit References: provide two professional 
references needed verifying audit work.

Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan Professional Certification: Candidates using this 
option must have one of the following documented : (1) Certified Energy Manager (CEM) through 
the Association of Energy Engineers (AEE); (2) Certified Energy Auditor (CEA) through the 
Association of Energy Engineers (AEE); or (3) Hold a current state Professional Engineer (PE) 
license in any state.

Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan State Required Certification or Licensing: all 
certifications or licenses required by state or local law or regulation in which service will be 
provided: (1) Professional Engineering license for this state; and (2) any other state specific 
required certification, license or registration. Documentation of certification or a license should be 
emailed to the State TSP Coordinator for all states where certification is being requested.

Ø Agricultural Energy Management Plan Training: completion of the NRCS approved training 
course Air Quality, Climate Change and Energy. The completion certificate should be emailed to 
the State TSP Coordinator for all states where certification is being requested.



AgEMP CAP Payment Rates
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TSP Certification Requirements for 
Energy Practice Implementation
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Ø Experience : Provide documentation of work performed for two of the three 
references requested below, i.e., plan design, installation/layout/inspection, and 
checkout of energy improvements on agricultural operations.

Ø Professional Engineering Licensing : all certifications or licenses required by state 
or local law or regulation in which service will be provided: (1) Professional 
Engineering license for this state; and (2) any other state specific required 
certification, license or registration. Documentation of certification or a license should 
be emailed to the State TSP Coordinator for all states where certification is being 
requested.

Ø References : Provide three Energy Efficiency Program contacts or customer 
references where technical service has been provided that can verify your experience 
and proficiency in planning, designing, installation/layout/inspection, and checkout of 
energy improvements performed on agricultural operations.



Implementation Payment Rates
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https://tspr.sc.egov.usda.gov/



Example 374 Implementation Payment Rates
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Example 670 Implementation Payment Rates
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Example 672 Implementation Payment Rates
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State TSP Coordinator

RD Crawley
Contact Information:

706-546-2313
rd.crawley@ga.usda.gov
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Web Sites

Ø http://www.nrcs.usda.gov

Ø http://www.ga.nrcs.usda.gov

Ø http://techreg.usda.gov
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For additional information Contact: 

Deena Roberts
706-546-2039

Visit the GA NRCS website: 
www.ga.nrcs.usda.gov

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), 

sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the 
responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 

information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and 
at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. 
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 

D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.Natural Resources 
Conservation Service


